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STATEMENT OF INTENT 1: PALLIATIVE CARE 

It is the intent of the Commission that palliative care services be covered for patients with a life-threatening illness or severe 
advanced illness expected to progress toward dying, regardless of the goals for medical treatment and with services available 
according to the patient’s expected length of life (see examples below). 
 
Palliative care is comprehensive, specialized care ideally provided by an interdisciplinary team (which may include but is not limited 
to physicians, nurses, social workers, etc.) where care is particularly focused on alleviating suffering and promoting quality of life. 
Such interdisciplinary care should include assessment, care planning, and care coordination, emotional and psychosocial 
counseling for patients and families, assistance accessing services from other needed community resources, and should reflect the 
patient and family’s values and goals. 
 
Some examples of palliative care services that should be available to patients with a life-threatening/limiting illness, 

1. without regard to a patient’s expected length of life: 
 Inpatient palliative care consultation; and, 
 Outpatient palliative care consultation, office visits. 

2. with an expected median survival of less than one year, as supported by the best available published evidence: 
 Home-based palliative care services (to be defined by DMAP), with the expectation that the patient will move to home 

hospice care. 
3. with an expected median survival of six months or less, as supported by peer-reviewed literature: 

 Home hospice care, where the primary goal of care is quality of life (hospice services to be defined by DMAP). 
 
It is the intent of the Commission that certain palliative care treatments be covered when these treatments carry the primary goal to 
alleviate symptoms and improve quality of life, without intending to alter the trajectory of the underlying disease.  
 
Some examples of covered palliative care treatments include: 

4. Radiation therapy for painful bone metastases with the intent to relieve pain and improve quality of life. 
5. Surgical decompression for malignant bowel obstruction. 
6. Medication therapy such as chemotherapy with low toxicity/low side effect agents with the goal to decrease pain from 

bulky disease or other identified complications. Cost of chemotherapy and alternative medication(s) should also be 
considered. 

7. Medical equipment and supplies (such as non-motorized wheelchairs, walkers, bandages, and catheters) determined to 
be medically appropriate for completion of basic activities of daily living, for management of symptomatic complications or 
as required for symptom control. 

8. Acupuncture with intent to relieve nausea. 
 

Cancer treatment with intent to palliate is not a covered service when the same palliation can be achieved with pain medications or 
other non-chemotherapy agents. 
 
It is NOT the intent of the Commission that coverage for palliative care encompasses those treatments that seek to prolong life 
despite substantial burdens of treatment and limited chance of benefit. See Guideline Note 12: TREATMENT OF CANCER WITH 
LITTLE OR NO BENEFIT PROVIDED NEAR THE END OF LIFE. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 2: DEATH WITH DIGNITY ACT 

It is the intent of the Commission that services under ORS 127.800-127.897 (Oregon Death with Dignity Act) be covered for those 
that wish to avail themselves to those services. Such services include but are not limited to attending physician visits, consulting 
physician confirmation, mental health evaluation and counseling, and prescription medications. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 3: INTEGRATED CARE 

Recognizing that many individuals with mental health disorders receive care predominantly from mental health care providers, and 
recognizing that integrating mental and physical health services for such individuals promotes patient-centered care, the Health 
Services Commission endorses the incorporation of chronic disease health management support within mental health service 
systems. Although such supports are not part of the mental health benefit package, mental health organizations (MHOs) that elect to 
provide these services may report them using psychiatric rehabilitation codes which pair with mental health diagnoses. If MHOs 
choose to provide tobacco cessation supports, they should report these services using 99407 for individual counseling and S9453 
for classes. 
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